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Vicars Letter
I've finally been able to sit down to pen the latest of my re-
flections. These past weeks have been so intense that I've
had to force myself now and again to make free time for
planning travel arrangements and packing for my holiday.
As many of you will know, within a week, I shall be winging off to visit friends in
Hong Kong. Although, at times, I've wished that I'd had the time to wind down be-
fore my break, I have come to realise that it will be standing me in good stead for my
time on the other side of the world. If my previous visit is anything to go by, my feet
will hardly touch the ground. Part of my reason for this is that my friends want to
give me a good time and show me all the sights and experience the totally different
culture. That's only part of the story, though. Having worked for quite a number
years, firstly on the Chinese mainland, and then in recent years in Hong Kong, they
have definitely picked up the local work ethic. Particularly in Hong Kong, there no
such thing as an easy life and I'm not just talking about the high fliers in life, but
every single man and woman is urged to do their very best all the time, never letting
up. This attitude is not restricted to the work place, or classroom, but to every aspect
of everyone's life.
When I returned from my last visit, my head was spinning and I looked forward to a
simpler life without having to do everything at break neck speed. Very quickly
though, I realised what a lot I must have been missing in life by slowing down too
much. As human beings, we have a tendency to underestimate our physical and men-
tal capabilities and often can achieve a great deal by stretching ourselves.
Before you come to the conclusion that I've gone completely bananas, just reflect for
a moment. If we don't regularly hear from people who have that very same work eth-
ic, we can easily go off the boil. You won't be surprised that I'm at last going to bring
up Jesus and His hardworking and totally dedicated band of fellow workers. Jesus
Himself never slacked off, even when was hard pressed and was crying out for rest,
He continued with His ministry. The Apostle Paul, to just take one example, worked
endlessly to follow His calling. You only have to read his letters to the churches he'd
established.
If we're really going to follow Jesus to the hilt, surely we don't do that in a relaxed
easy going sort of way, but in the same way that He did. Full on, without any slack-
ing.
Apart from meeting up with my friends again, I'm hoping and praying that some of
the work rate ethic over in Hong Kong rubs off onto me; so that I might be better
prepared to hit the ground running, when I get back home. I think we all need some-
thing like that to spur us on. I wonder what yours is.
God Bless you all
Reverend John
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Last December, I asked Martin whether I could as-
sist by choosing the hymns at church from the be-
ginning of 2017.
It’s something I have always wanted to do, and rec-

ognising the demands on Martin’s time, I discussed it with him.
He agreed and after PCC approval I began the task of choosing the
hymns from January this year for both Morning and Evening Service.

Martin devised a format - there are six hymns for the Morning Service -
an Introit, the Gradual, the Offertory, two Communion hymns and the
Final Hymn. For Evensong there are four hymns. At the back of the
Hymn book there are lists of suggested hymns for the different Sundays
of the church year and special Sundays e.g. Harvest, Remembrance,
Baptism etc - and there is a quarterly publication from the RSCM (Roy-
al Society of Church Music) with lists of what they consider to be
hymns that are suitable for each Sunday. I quickly found that some Sun-
days it was feast or famine! Sometimes an abundance of choice other
times it was very limited.

The hymns that we sing are a most important part of our service and it
seemed appropriate that there needed to be a questionnaire inviting
church members to inform me of their favourite hymns so that they
could be incorporated into our worship.
As it was, I received 14 written responses with lists of favourite hymns
(I also contributed to this exercise) and I counted the votes for the
choices that I received. At a later date I will publish the results includ-
ing a top twenty!

If anyone else wishes to provide me with their favourite I will provide
you with a form to complete though I would suggest that you perhaps
take a copy of the hymn book home with you to assist you in your de-
liberations.
I have always felt that the music at our services should be the best that
we can play and sing and I am not keen on using filler - up to shorten
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4.00-7.00pm Teaching students.

Tuesday
9.00am Preparing for tonight’s youth bible study and planning les-
sons
11.00am Medical appointment (nothing serious!)
1.00pm Teaching
4.30-6.30pm Teaching
7.30pm Youth Bible Study (cake, excitement and fun)

Wednesday
9.00am Walsden St Peter’s School with the Open the Book team to
deliver ‘Samuel hears a voice’ Note: Must bring two blankets.
11.00am Teaching
3.00pm Work on Question point and do church admin.
5.00-7.00pm Teaching

Thursday
11.00am Teaching
2.30pm Lesson prep for the coming week and church admin.

Friday (Day off – hurray!)
9.40am Tai Chi
11.00am  Haircut (yes, I know there’s not a lot to start with!)
Off to Manchester for the Self Supporting Ministers Conference at
Martin Luther King House.

Saturday
All day At Conference (I hope it’s interesting!)

CONCERT IN AID OF NYABITOCHO

Rev.Martin Parrott and Hal Clarkson have kindly offered to per-
form for a folk concert on FRIDAY OCTOBER 20th .
The concert starts at 2pm and the ticket costs £5 this includes
refreshments during the interval.
Please spread the word, bring family and friends. Anyone who has been to one
of these folk concerts before knows they are great fun and great music.
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A week in the life of ….
Rev’d Nancy

We are all a bit nosey and wonder what
people get up to in their day to day life.
So here is a week in the life of Rev’d
Nancy.

I’ve written this from my diary for Sunday 17th September until Satur-
day 23rd September.  I’ve not included all the dog walking, cooking,
cleaning and shopping that we’ve all got to fit in but hopefully it will
give you a picture of an ‘average’ week in my life.  I have two paid jobs
running my own business as a private tutor and working as a Primary
School Support Worker for CICS (Christians in Calderdale Schools).
My main church jobs are managing bookings for baptisms and weddings
for the Benefice, running the Youth Bible Study and taking and planning
services/sermons.

Sunday
10.30am Baptism service at St Mary’s, I wrote the sermon on Friday
(my day off) so just had to prepare the prayers over breakfast!
12.00 Ministers meeting with church wardens and clergy.
Afternoon jobs write this (!) and sort out another article for the
magazine.

Monday
9.00am Shade School with the Open the Book team to deliver ‘The
Long Journey’ story at assembly.  Note:  Must pick up some cos-
tumes from St Peter’s on way!
10.00am Lesson preparation.
11.00am Teaching until 12.00.
12.30am Meet a friend for lunch (sanity break!)
2.00pm Meeting at the High School to discuss ‘Question Point’ for
CICS
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the choosing process. There needs to be a blend of the best of the tradi-
tional hymns and the more modern hymns; but when does a new hymn
become traditional? "Lo he comes with clouds descending", the great
Advent hymn by Charles Wesley was written in the 1700s and set to a
folk tune of that day. I wonder how long it took for that hymn to be de-
scribed as traditional?

The hymn “I the Lord of Sea and Sky” was written in 1981. Does 36
years make it traditional or is it still new or modern?

In my searching for the best mix of hymns for our worship, I am strong-
ly drawn to hymns with good melodies which, I believe are the
kind of hymns that people like to sing. There will of course be variety in
this. Our organist Norman Barker has recommended that we begin our
services with a strong rousing hymn and finish on a high with an uplift-
ing hymn that lifts the spirits - a sentiment with which I fully agree. On
the other hand we have a good choice of reflective quieter hymns which
are most suitable to be chosen for the Communion part of our services,
thus providing light and shade.
Over the ages new words, which essentially are poetry, come into the
Church’s vocabulary, and they naturally are set to the idiom and
musical expression of the day; an example is “Be still for the presence
of the Lord” written in 1986 and a firm favourite ever since.
I hope you will not cease to tell me of the hymns you really like and
love, our worship is bound to be better for this.

Donald Owen

Christian Aid in Todmorden
An Open Meeting

to plan our fund-raising and events for 2018
at 7.30pm on Thursday, 2 November

at the Roomfield Baptist Church
The speaker is

Sheila Fawcett, Regional Organiser
who will help in our discussion.

Think you might be able to help?
Then come along. You will be very welcome
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Date Sidesmen Intercessions Chalice Servers Readers Coffee

1 Oct Derek
Paul
Sally

J Tattersall
B Waters

G Mills
D Owen

V Cottam J Tattersall A Wadsworth
P Wadsworth

8 Oct Wendy
Vilma
Sylvia

D Owen
H Hudson

M Thomas
M Dawson

W Green S Bentley V Cottam
J Leeson

15 Oct John
Judith
Anne

Clergy J Hunter
B Hunter

G Mills B Waters S Lofthouse
J Jennings

22 Oct Joint Service
St Peters

S Harrison P Wilkinson
W green

V Cottam J Bentley K Windle
B Bell

29 Oct Barbara
Sheila
Mike

P Wilkinson B McCauley
A Underwood

W green B Campion A Barker
V Bunn

05-Nov Derek
Val
Bill

J Tattersall
B Waters

G Mills
D Owen

G Mills G Mills J Hudson
W Green

Rotas
For
October

8 am
Date Server Reader

If any of the above cannot cover a service please arrange to swap with someone else

10.30 am

1st Oct Russell  Dave

8th Oct Pauline  Hugh

15th Oct Janet M  Russell

22nd Oct Russell  Janet H

29th Oct Pauline  Ian

5th Nov Russell  Janet M

For the November edition, please could any articles for
submission either be placed in the folder at the back of St

Marys or for those able to email, please email:

editor.todbenefice@gmail.com
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even desire to change one’s desires is scandalous, yet to change entirely
one’s gender, one’s sex is to be applauded!  A train crash leaving the
bishops with a clear duty of rectifying recognising that the English and
indeed the British who feature in the new secular term British Values
that falls short of Christian England’s, that our people who were so nobly
moral after withstanding Hitler, have caved in to what Dostoevsky called
the “Modern structure of atheism, the deliberate formation of society as a
tower of Babel without God”. There have of course been a few good
changes since the Church of England sidelined our Prayerbook and the
Quakers their blue book of “Christian Faith and Practice” – no smog, no
flogging, no world wars; but the Gadarene lapses over half a century are
legion: Recorded crime up 9 fold, Legal abortion up 5 fold, Divorce 6 ½
, cohabitation 34 fold, extra marital births 9, under 16 pregnancies 16
fold; child abuse; pornography, foul language; greed; loneliness; abstract
art, Pride processions instead of Whit Walks, yet St John wrote that lust
and “the pride of life is not of the Father but is of the world.” They are
sins; 1John 2,16.
So Christians Awake! As Baroness Cox remarked, “May we not leave
our children to fight the battles we have not the courage to fight”.

October gave a party;
The leaves by hundreds came-
The Chestnuts, Oaks and Maples,
And leaves of every name,
The Sunshine spread a carpet,
And everything was grand,
Miss Weather led the dancing,
Professor Wind the band.

The Chestnuts came in yellow,
The Oaks in crimson dressed;
The lovely Misses Maple
In scarlet looked their best;

All balanced to their partners,
And gaily fluttered by;
The sight was like a rainbow
New fallen from the sky.

Then, in the rustic hollow,
At hide-and-seek they played,
The party closed at sundown,
And everybody stayed,
Professor Wind played louder;
They flew along the ground;
And then the party ended
In jolly “hands around”

George Cooper

OCTOBER’S PARTY
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Christian England “From foes that would the land devour”

England has had only one monarch who is remembered as Great.
He was king Alfred from around 800 A D, famed for driving out the
Danes, burning the cakes, and above all for building his kingdom on
faith in Jesus Christ. Bede in early 8th century had used the term “ A
Christian England”, and our earliest university in 13th century Oxford-
had and has Christian colleges.
Our 1688 Bill of Rights, with Coronation oath that Elizabeth 2nd gladly
took, pledges her to uphold the faith. Church schools pioneered the edu-
cation of the poor, the Wesleys evangelised us, and our education acts of
1944, 88 and 96 thanks to Baroness Cox, requires daily school assem-
blies of a broadly Christian nature, and C S Lewis wrote that education
without values produces only clever devils.
But the unbelievable has happened in our lifetimes, when our “sexual
revolution” kicked in which Larkin noted in his brilliant quip “Sexual
intercourse began in 1963 between the end of the Chatterley ban and the
Beatles first LP” Incidentally the Russian revolution of 1917 upheld sex-
ual licence, but Stalin reinstated the old moral laws and expelled the ISR
hit group for advocating the destruction of religion whilst giving sex
teaching in schools on issues including homosexuality.
I am amazed to discover who in 2014 actually said that “Many Euro-At-
lantic countries have moved away from their roots including Christian
values, policies being pursued that place on the same level a multi child
family and a same sex partnership” It was Vladimir Putin!.
I am keenly aware of the need for a sense of proportion, Archbishop
Ramsey did well to argue for decriminalising homosexual acts by con-
senting adults, against which our Church councils where avoidance is
possible. This is not our main concern, we need to focus on other issues,
and someone at General Synod should have moved next business at last
month’s meeting which in self contradiction voted that to change or

The following is the sermon which Frank McManus
preached to the Lammastide Evensong of Wakefield
Prayer Book Society on August 5th
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Bible Readings for October

IN THE CRYPT

Friday
20th October
from 10am

This month the coffee morning is being run by the Independent
Living Group. Please come along and help to raise much needed

funds for the church.

1 October Harvest
2 Corinthians 9, 6-end
Luke 12, 16-30
Evensong
Psalm 124
Ezekiel 37, 15-end
1 John 2, 22-end

08 October Trinity 17
Philippians 3, 4b-14
Matthew 21, 33-end
Evensong
Psalm 136, 1-9
Proverbs 2, 1-11
1 John 2, 1-17

15 October Trinity 18
Philippians 4, 1-9
Matthew 22, 1-14
Evensong
Psalm 139, 1-11
Proverbs 3, 1-18
1 John 3, 1-15

22 October Trinity 19
1 Thessalonians 1, 1-10
Matthew 22, 15-22
Evensong
Psalm 143, 1-11
Proverbs 4, 1-18
1 John 3, 16 – 4, 6

29 October Last Sunday of Trinity
1 Thessalonians 2, 1-8
Matthew 22, 34-end
Evensong
Psalm 119, 89-104
Ecclesiastes 11, 12
2 Timothy 2, 1-7

05 November All Saints Day
1 John 3, 1-3
Matthew 5, 1-12
No Evensong, but
All Souls Service
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Outside we allow the children to play softball games, hide and
seek and other games which they decide on.
Overall we encourage the young people to take an active part in
what happens at their club and where possible we will accommo-
date ideas put forward. These include running craft sessions we
have made scented sachets, decoupage, felt work, badges key-
rings, origami and karaoke evenings which are very popular.
The rules which the youngsters have helped to decide are simple
but strictly enforced.
Absolutely no bullying, anyone found to be bullying will be asked
to leave and parents will be informed.
To respect the building as it is a sacred space, tidy up after the
session.
To be respectful to one another and the volunteers.
No swearing or fighting.
If anyone has any questions they would like to ask me, or would
like to consider volunteering, or have any good ideas to share,
please feel free to contact me for further information.
janmurray1955@hotmail.co.uk
Mrs Janette A Murray (Jan)

Our Diocese is lead-
ing the way in pro-
ducing an
Environmental Poli-
cy and employing an
Environmental Ad-
viser
They want us to look at how we
can improve the environment in
several areas, using renewable
energy, heat conservation, recy-
cling,  eco lighting, etc.
We are looking for someone to
look into the schemes available

to us and advice the
PCC accordingly,
through the Fabric
Committee, on how
we can drive this im-
portant initiative for-
ward.

There is plenty of help and infor-
mation available from the Dio-
cese.
If you feel you can take on this
role, please speak to Martin or
one of the churchwardens, with-
out any obligation.

The Church of England and the Environment
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Friday Club

The Friday Club runs during the school term time only and is for
all current Year 6 children in primary school, we also welcome
Year 7 children who have already registered with us.

The ethos of the club is so that the young people can meet a wide
variety of children from the different schools in Todmorden. This
helps them to settle into their chosen secondary school as they
have had the opportunity to meet more children who are not cur-
rently part of their current circle of friends.
We have a variety of activities running throughout the term, food
nights are always a popular event and which we hold once a term.
In the crypt there is a tuck shop with a variety of goodies on offer,
running alongside of this we offer free drinks of cordial, toast with
different spreads and hot chocolate with cream and marshmal-
lows.

In the main body of the church we have film nights, or else they
can play games, it is an area where the young folk can sit and
chat with one another and generally socialise. Adults are present
in all areas and are always ready to lend a listening ear, any con-
cerns raised are forwarded to the relevant safeguarding official.
We have one paid youth leader, as it is important to have a least
one consistent member of the team. We are fortunate enough to
have a dedicated band of volunteers all of who are CRB checked,
however it would be fabulous if more people were able to offer
their services, could you offer to help one night per term you
would be most welcome and would gain a lot from the children.
The club runs from 6:30pm till 8:30pm.
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Can you help us boost our funds?

The Todmorden Food Drop-in opened its
doors on Saturday 1st June 2013. Our aim is
to provide a 3 day food parcel, toiletries and
other essential items for the people of Tod-
morden, Hebden Bridge and  surrounding
areas who are in need.  We regularly see
around 80 to 100 people each Saturday morning at our session at St
Mary’s Church in Todmorden, between 9.30am and 12noon. Many of
these are single people but some are from larger households, some
with children, and the number of people in need is expected to increase.

Food is generously donated by local people and shops, but the bulk of
our supplies are purchased with our funds, which consist of donations
and grants we have been lucky enough to secure. We have had a £5
pledge appeal for some time, which asks people to donate monthly by
standing order, and have been hugely grateful to the amazing number
of local people who have stepped up to the mark and regularly donate
in this way, or online via Local Giving. However, we now need to reach
out to all these people, and to others who might also be able to help, to
ask for more.

The current financial pressures on households mean that we have a
constant need to provide food to those in difficulty, some who are
regular visitors and also several new ones each week. As everyone will
appreciate, inflation has increased our costs, and we now have a
regular monthly shortfall, which we cover with reserves, but our funds
are dwindling. We seek to cover other running costs by grant funding.

We would therefore like to appeal to those who already contribute to the
£5 pledge to consider increasing this by any amount, however small, to
help us cope with our increasing costs, and to anyone else who would
like to join them in signing up for a regular donation by either a pledge
or a Local Giving donation.

Details of how to do this are available on the website:
www.todfooddropin.org or on our Facebook page.
Thank you for anything you can do.

www.todfooddropin.org
www.todfooddropin.org
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   A year in the life of CICS

Praise God for all that has happened since
last September (2016).

Karen and Amanda are both moving onto new things over the Summer. We
thank  them for the work they have done for God through CICS as worker
and treasurer and wish them all the best as Karen uses her engineering
skills  and Amanda moves to Middlesborough with her family.

We have decided to re-brand CICS  to
Christians in Calderdale Schools. (Yes, A
small name change 'cos that's what we're
called anyway!) There will also be a new
logo to watch out for after  our Trustee
Meeting on September 18th.  Thank you
to all those who shared their idea’s for it.

Thank you to everyone involved with 'It's Your Move' as 2,000 books
were given out to Y6 pupils across Calderdale.

Thanks to those involved in the LifePath day looking at the life and times
of Thomas Crowther. This day was organised by Daphne and Christine
from CICS along with people from St John's Cragg Vale and St Michael's
Mytholmroyd. 73 children from local schools attended the day.

Nancy from CICS ran a Dragonflies and Water bugs workshop at
Todmorden's Pushing Up Daisies event.

23



22 11

The below Question Point was in the week following the Manchester
terrorist attack which involved some of the young people we meet in
Calderdale's schools. Our team of workers and volunteers were able to
offer a listening ear to some of those affected.

In the coming year we hope to bring Question Point to Todmorden High
School.

If you are able to help the work
of CICS continue and expand
financially, please

Donate into our Bank Account: Santander - Sort
Code: 09 01 53 Account Number: 41984485 - Ac-
count Name: Christian Initiative in Calderdale
schools
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Monies received
During August

Gift Aided Payments  £35.50
Envelopes   £1245.15
Cash    £450.60
Bank Payments   £763.67

Coffee & tea                                      £35.50
Coffee Morning (Choir)                   £40.00
Wall box   £114.13
Pricket Stand   £36.70

Donations received: -
From Food drop in to…..
Church cleaning costs  £32.00
Church Heating costs  £75.00
Individual Donations to PCC £10.00
From St Mary’s Over 60s Club £30.00

Total    £2868.60

Average cost of running PCC
(based on 2015 accounts) £6014 per month
(i.e. £3140.00 deficit on the month!).

Gift Aid
We have received a payment
of £6535.37 from HMRC in
respect of our Gift Aid claim
for the financial year ending
31/03/17. During the 12
months covered by this claim
we received donations totalling
£35096. If all of this figure had
been Gift Aided then we would
have been receiving a figure of
nearly £9000 from HMRC. I
realise that we will never be
able to get 100% of our dona-
tions Gift Aided, as there will
always be some people who do
not meet the Gift Aid require-
ments, but we must be able to
get closer to that figure than
we currently do surely?
A couple of years ago myself
and my wife had a holiday in

Majorca, and on the Sunday I went along to the local C of E Church for their
communion service. It was a lovely service (nice short sermon!), and I was
made to feel really welcome. I was also presented with a Gift Aid envelope
when I entered the building. If a small church on an island in the Mediterra-
nean can be so well organised re making sure they maximise on their dona-
tions, then surely we can?
If you’re making a cash donation, however small, then please consider filling
in the yellow envelopes in church. If you’re making regular donations by
bank payment or via the envelopes scheme then get in touch with me or Jan-
et and we’ll get a Gift Aid form to you.
Many thanks,

Dave Payne
Treasurer
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We All Need A Tree
I hired a plumber to help me restore an old farm-
house. He had just finished a rough first day on

the job: a flat tyre made him lose an hour of work, his electric drill
packed in and his ancient pick-up refused to start.

While I drove him home, he sat in stony silence. On arriving, he invited
me in to meet his family. As we walked toward the front door, he paused
briefly at a small tree, touching the tips of the branches with both hands.

When opening the door he underwent an amazing transformation.. His
face was wreathed in smiles and he hugged his two small children and
gave his wife a kiss.

Afterwards he walked me to the car. We passed the tree and my curiosity
got the better of me. I asked him about what I had seen him do earlier.

'Oh, that's my trouble tree,' he replied 'I know I can't help having troubles
on the job, but one thing's for sure, those troubles don't belong in the
house with my wife and the
children.. So I just hang them
up on the tree every night
when I come home and ask
God to take care of them.
Then in the morning I pick
them up again.' 'Funny thing
is,' he smiled,' when I come
out in the morning to pick
'em up, there aren't nearly as
many as I remember hanging
up the night before.'
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After the 7.15 pm service our July meeting started
with prayers and business . We were visited by Irene
from the Magdalene project charity which is based in
Bacup but growing in  other areas of Lancashire . It
was developed 20 years ago from a vision by one of
the organisers who saw that there was no victim sup-
port and help for people who have experienced trauma, especially sexu-
al trauma. Originally founded in Bacup with the involvement of  Bacup
Fellowship of churches it started with just 2 counsellors in small
premises. It grew very quickly and needed bigger premises which now
include 5 counselling rooms which have a very homely feel to them
rather than being clinical. There is also a children's room, a prayer room
and an office.

There is a team of trained counsellors  who work at the project as volun-
teers. Much of the work involves helping those who are going through
or have gone through some degree of sexual trauma and any age or gen-
der are welcomed. At present the project is inundated with people who
need help and they struggle to accommodate the numbers requiring
help. There is an appointment system and referrals are received from
NHS, police, social services and self referral and the project works
alongside other statutory organisations. It is not government funded and
receives  funds from churches and individuals.

The counselling given is not specifically religion based but each client
can receive Christian counselling if they so wish and Irene did say that
more often than not God is brought into the conversation, though it is a
non- denominational service.

There was chance to ask Irene questions at the end. Vilma gave a vote
of thanks to Irene and we all agreed  how enlightening the discussion
was.

Our September meeting was attended by Margaret who deals with the
marketing side of our  diocese. Our meeting began with prayers focus-

Mothers Union
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The result of the mission of the Church should be a gain for all. The conflict comes
when the effects of political decisions by any Government on the lives of people cannot
be reconciled with Christian understanding of God’s purpose for his creation nor with
Jesus’ teaching about the kingdom of justice and peace based on love.  Christians are
committed to be part of the ongoing revolution that Jesus began.

Today, injustice, poverty, oppression in any part of the world are not so easily hidden
and Christians are more articulate, better informed and ready to speak with conviction
about such issues, being the voice for the voiceless.  Being involved in a changing so-
ciety means being involved in politics so the Christian has no choice.

When I was a Diocesan Adviser for  Social Responsibility in Kent, above the desk in
my office was a poster with a picture of Archbishop Desmond Tutu and this quotation
from one of his speeches, ‘I am puzzled which Bible people are reading when they
suggest that religion and politics don’t mix’.
I share his perplexity.

Wendy Cranidge

A local response to need

Each week 80-90 people receive food at St Mary’s, many of
them are for feeding families

Not far away, an urban Food Bank was opened in January
2012.

The demand doubled in a year.
In 2013, there were 3,912 new referrals,

7,012 people received food, 2,313 with children

and the number continues to rise

On the 14th October in St Peter's Church, Walsden
From 2pm to 4.30pm there will be a concert by

The 3 Valleys' Gospel Choir

Afternoon Tea will   be served.

Admission £5 for adults and £1.50 for children..



18

When the Church speaks, does anyone listen?
Do you remember the letter sent to all parishes in May from the archbishops of Canter-
bury and York?

It was a plea for all Christians to consider carefully their commitment to care for and
serve all people as they prepared to vote in the General Election. The letter referred to
the benefits of ’education for all, the need for urgent and serious solutions to our hous-
ing challenges, the importance of creating communities as well as buildings, a confident
and flourishing Health service that gives support to all – especially the vulnerable,’ the
Archbishops also said that refugees and immigrants should be given a ‘generous and
hospitable welcome’

It is not unusual for Church leaders to speak out on social issues in our divided society
but, as always, when there is any campaign or speaking out on any political issue, some
people will say, ‘The church should keep out of politics‘.  It is a common view frequently
expressed by those whose policies are not receiving the Church’s approval or blessing.
Is that an acceptable view?  Should not the Church be involved in every aspect of life?

The 1985,a report, commissioned by The Archbishop of Canterbury was published  .  It
was entitled ‘Faith in the City, a call to Action by Church and Nation’, a call to respond
to the large areas of poverty and deprivation in our country.  In the introduction the
Report said, ‘the evidence of the Gospels makes it clear that Jesus’ proclamation of the
Kingdom of God had from the start profound social and political implications’.  That is
not to say that the church as a whole should support one particular party or another but
that it should be involved in everything that happens which affects the development and
opportunities of every one of God’s human creation.

So let’s look at the two key words in that often-voiced opinion

POLITICS is about:
·   using power to organise society
·   making decisions which affect the lives of human beings
·   shaping the environment in which people live and grow
·   providing for people’s needs

The resulting policy is dependent on the views of politicians about the value and
importance of the individual.

The CHURCH is about:
·   using the power of the Gospel to change society
·   spreading the gospel which affects the lives of human beings
·   creating an environment in which people can live and grow to their full potential
·   living the Gospel which demands a loving, caring response to people’s needs.
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ing particularly on the number of disasters that the world has suc-
cumbed to recently and we prayed for those affected to be given
strength and endurance.

There has been communication from our sister branch in Harrogate tell-
ing us about their summer outing to St Gregory's church in Bedale.

Margaret began by having us playing a game of ‘pass the parcel’ where
each layer uncovered had information relating to the work of the Moth-
ers Union. She did inform us that some of the funds from the Mothers
Union is presently being used to help the victims of the Grenfell Fire in
London. We all then had an opportunity to buy Christmas / birthday
cards and small gifts relating to Mothers Union and there was a lovely
selection to choose from.

Our October meeting is on Wednesday  the 11th following the 7.15 pm
service when Rev Martin will be telling us about his duties at Westmin-
ster Abbey.

Judith Jennings

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Friday20th October
Concert in aid of Nyabiticho. See
full details on page 29.
Tickets from every member of the
Mara Group or ring 01282
412417

22nd October
A Benefice Service at St Peter's to
celebrate Mark Johnson's 25 years
of service as a Reader. There will
be no service at St Mary's.

INTERCESSIONS

We are looking to refresh our rota.
Is there any one who feels that they
could offer  to   lead the prayers at
St Mary's (ideally once
every six weeks)?  Guidance  and
training is on offer. If you would
like to discuss the possibility, please
contact one of the clergy.
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THE CALENDARSUN1 HARVEST
8.00   am Holy Communion  St Marys
10.30 am Harvest Festival and
Family Service  St Marys
10.30 am Messy Harvest Festival
                St Peters
6.30   pm Choral Evensong  St Marys

Mon 2 9.00   am  Morning Prayer St, Marys
9.30   am Toddler’s Group St. Peters
2.00   pm Over 60s Crypt
3.30   pm Church Club National School

Tue 3 9.00   am Morning Prayer St Michaels
9.30   am Knit & Natter St Michaels
10.00 am Holy Communion St Marys
12.00 noon Luncheon Club St Michaels
1.30   pm Eucharist St Michaels
7.30   pm Bible Study at Rev.d Nancy’s
               home in Walsden

Wed 4 9.00 am   Morning Prayer St Peters

Thu 5 10.00 am  Counselling
7.00 pm  Independent Nightlife in crypt
                  at St Marys

Fri 6 6.30 pm Friday Club
To
8.30 pm

Sat 7 10.00 am  Food Drop in
To
12 noon

SUN 8 TRINITY 17
8.00   am Holy Communion St Marys
10.30 am Sung Eucharist St Marys
10.30 am Sung Eucharist St Peters
6.30   pm Choral Evensong St Marys

Mon 9 9.00   am  Morning Prayer St, Marys
9.30   am Toddler’s Group St. Peters
2.00   pm Over 60s
3.30   pm Church Club National School

Tue 10 9.00   am Morning Prayer St Michaels
9.30   am Knit & Natter St Michaels
10.00 am Holy Communion St Marys
12.00 noon Luncheon club St Michaels
1.30   pm Eucharist St Michaels
9.15   pm Night Prayer St Marys

Wed 11 9.00 am   Morning Prayer St Peters
7.15 pm   Holy Communion St Marys
8.00 pm  Mothers Union meeting
                St Marys Crypt

Thu 12 10.00 am  Counselling
7.00 pm  Independent nightlife in crypt
                  at St Marys
9.15 pm Night Prayer St Marys

Fri 13 6.30 pm Friday Club
To
8.30 pm

Sat 14 10.00 am  Food Drop in
To
12 noon

SUN 15 TRINITY 18
8.00   am Holy Communion St Marys
10.30 am Sung Eucharist St Marys
10.30 am Sung Eucharist St Peters
6.30   pm Choral Evensong St Marys

Mon 16 9.00   am  Morning Prayer St, Marys
9.30   am Toddler’s Group St. Peters
2.00   pm Over 60s
3.30   pm Church Club
          National School
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Wed 25 9.00 am   Morning Prayer St Peters
7.15 pm   Holy Communion St Marys

Thu 26 10.00 am  Counselling
7.00 pm  Independent Nightlife in crypt
                  at St Marys

Fri 27 6.30 pm Friday Club
To
8.30 pm

Sat 28 10.00 am  Food Drop in
To
12 noon

SUN 29 LAST SUNDAY OF TRINITY
8.00   am Holy Communion St Marys
10.30 am Sung Eucharist St Marys
10.30 am Sung Eucharist St Peters
6.30   pm Choral Evensong St Marys

Mon 30 9.00   am  Morning Prayer St, Marys
9.30   am Toddler’s Group St. Peters
2.00   pm Over 60s
3.30   pm Church Club National School

Tue 31 9.00   am Morning Prayer St Michaels
9.30   am Knit & Natter St Michaels
10.00 am Holy Communion St Marys
12.00 noon Luncheon Club St Michaels
1.30   pm Eucharist St Michaels
7.30   pm Bible Study at Rev.d Nancy’s
               home in Walsden

Wed 1 9.00 am   Morning Prayer St Peters

Tue 17 9.00   am Morning Prayer St Michaels
9.30   am Knit & Natter St Michaels
10.00 am Holy Communion St Marys
12.00 noon Luncheon Club St Michaels
1.30   pm Eucharist St Michaels
7.30   pm Bible study at Rev.d Nancy’s
               Home in Walsden

Wed 18 9.00 am   Morning Prayer St Peters
1.00 pm - 3.00 pm
Gospel Worship  for Advent Praise
service. St Marys

Thu 19 10.00 am  Counselling
7.00 pm  Independent Nightlife in crypt
                  at St Marys

Fri 20 2.00 pm Forever Young Concert St
              St Marys
6.30 pm Friday Club

Sat 21 10.00 am  Food Drop in
To
12 noon

SUN 22 TRINITY 19
8.00   am Holy Communion St Marys
10.30 am Joint Benefice Service
at St Peters, St Marys closed at 10.30
6.30   pm Choral Evensong St Marys

Mon 23 9.00   am  Morning Prayer St, Marys
9.30   am Toddler’s Group St. Peters
2.00   pm Over 60s
3.30   pm Church Club National School

Tue 24 9.00   am Morning Prayer St Michaels
9.30   am Knit & Natter St Michaels
10.00 am Holy Communion St Marys
12.00 noon Luncheon Club St Michaels
1.30   pm Eucharist St Michaels


